
How can I tell if my car is fitted 

with a catalytic convertor or not? 

When ordering exhaust pipes, silencers, etc., you will need to know whether 

your car was equipped with a catalytic convertor. Catalytic convertors remove 

harmful pollutants from exhaust gas by converting them into less harmful 

substances, such as CO2 and water. Catalytic convertors became mandatory in 

different countries at different times. 

To find out of your car was originally supplied with a catalytic convertor, you 

will need to know the full 17-digit Vehicle Identification Number (or VIN) of 

your car. You can find this on the chassis plate of your car (on the front door 

shut of the driver’s door) or on your car’s registration document. 

 

Two digits in the 17 denote whether or not your car was equipped with a 

catalytic convertor, e.g. 

SCAZK00E8YCX55012 

         
You are only interested in these two digits. See the table below to check: 

 

Cars with Catalytic convertor: Cars without Catalytic Convertor: 

02 00 

03 04 

05 06 

11 13 

12 16 

14 18 

15 21 

17 24 

19 27 

20 30 

22  

23  

25  

28  

29  

31  

32  

33  

 

 


